nor t  mi 


Chn-  ^ago  jr.fi 


* 


NATURAL  SETTIRS  ' 


Pocahontas  County  owes  its  early  development  largely  to  its 
position  on  the  boundary  of  Virginia.  Pioneering  explorers  discovert 
its  rich  valleys  on  their  first  short  trips  beyond  the  Allegheny  bar¬ 
rier.  Later,  it  became  an  important  gateway  for  settlers  from  the 

eastern  communities  who  pushed  into  the  free  lands  of  the  Qhio  country. 

»  *  \ 

"he  county,  in  its  geographical  placement  and  contour,  ib  quite  similar 
to  7e3t  Virginia,  itself.  Trim  the  northern  panhandle  region  from  a 
map  of  state  and  the  remainder  will  be  surprisingly  like  a  map  of 
Pocahor.‘as.  Like  the  state,  the  county  extends  much  farther  nortn, 
south,  east,  and  west  thin  its  size  would  indicate.  From  57  degrees, 

40  minutes  north  latitude  at  its  southernmost  point  it  stretches  to 
3a  degrees  45  minutes  north  latitude.  Similarly  it  reaches  from  79 
degrees,  35  minutes  to  80  degrees,  24  minutes  west  longitude.  ^ 

Its  JBorc  than  900  a.iuare  miles  of  land  make  Pocanontas  the  third 
county  0 Of  the  state  in  size.  It  was  formed  from  parts  of  Bath,  Pend¬ 
leton,  ana  Randolph  counties  and  v/as  originally  .thought'  to  contain 
fe-r  square  milea.  Boundaries,  as  determined  by  the  Virginia  legis- 
.re  in  1321,  were  as  follows: 

Reginning  at  the  l*ne  of  Greenbrier  County  on  top  of  the  Alle- 
ttount*in  Thencc  thc  said  line  to  the  head  of  Spice  Run, 

-  nth  the  -aid  line  to  the  end  of  the  Droop  Mountain,  thence  with 
:tiC  n"C  tb  7rjr#r»  Knnb*  t;',nce  nth.i,aici  line  to  where  it  intersects 
“ ’h  and  Randolph,  thencc  with  tht  line  dividin'*  Btuidol^ 

' r  CoUn-:*i*  to  th*  mountain  opposite  the  J 
with  * ill ime  Hivnr,  thence 
•r/  fori  of  Hlk  ftiv. r 


of 


'unction  of  the 


•'  -it  ime  to  the  V 


in  bolt. 


tn  * 


.*  head 


the 

.  Thonc«  a  straight  line  t o 
f  \hm  luvr.  ' 


the  point 


-  »  > 


Three,  ?are  ^ 


\ 


.  where  the  road  l.a«in£  from  Clover  U«*  to  B»o*J^ 

.,  ,ae  crosses  said  mountain,  ther.ee  a  straight  line  to  wie.e 

of  Pendleton  county  intersects  the  line  of  Bath  ana  Rsnaolpn 
*'  „  eop  or  the  mountain  between  Cheat  and  Greenbrier  Rivers. 

the  top  of  said  mountain  to  where  the  road  lescma  from 
.  [«r.  to  Randolph  Court  house  crosses  it,  thence  a  strait  line 
5  .  .0n  of  the  Allegheny  Mountain  opposite  thebead  of  the  east  fore 

:  ;  Uenbrier  River,  thane,  with  the  top  of  the  said  mountain^ 

;;  im,  thence  with  the  to,  of  the  said  mountain 

flight  line  from  the  Slavena  road  to  the  mountain  o|os.te 
...  of  East  Ror-w  of 'creenbner  caused  much  confusion.  As  county 

a  —  -  *—  °rf  a  part  °f  ?endle  “ 

AlqG  a  "no  man's  land"  wa3  created 
- he  main  body  of  the  county.  Also,  a  no  , 

.  After  considerable  dispute  the  boundaries  were 

*;  aeent  to  Randolph.  After  cons  y 

loCation.  Pocahontas  thus  coined  a  vast  area  of 
to  the  present  location. 

.  .V  ,  -ber  land.  Burner,  Uay.  Gertrude  and  Wildell  are  lumber  towns 

.  .  ur  in  this  formerly  disputed  territory.  About  ten  miles 

western  Maryland  Railroad  together  with  attending  operations  m 

-  years  later  the  southern  border  whs  chanced  silently, 
v- e  area.  if  -  - 

.  ...  ,  county  it.  present  area  of  602,660  acres.  As  in  the  case 

.4  . .  e re  rouji  terrain  la  c«n«*ral .boundaries  «nt^aetaj:|^nc£ 

.  r.i  burr*  er* .  streams,  and  divisions  of  water  shed. 

• .  *  *  »  *  y  ^  #  »u •  ®  t 

f  _ ,1#  y  0f  rj..nj  r«n  aarly  surveyor  with  the  wild  country  in 

.  ,  i  .  u  * o  ri-lu  upon  roTCinent  landmarks  for  his 

..  ,  mt,wmTt  ■  .no •  political  und  social  ~rou;snj  wore  alco  m- 

•.  y.  •  rrn;  i.cul  *1  ’.at  ion  it  appenre  logic*!  that 
.«r  *j.an  *.  •  nrhitrmv  In.  of  wrrtcu..' 

unU«4. 


far  *er« 


UATURAL  SETTING  (Pocahontas County) 


Beginning  August  26th  19*0 
Roacoe  W.  Brown. 


Fart  1. 

...  a.  P.chonf.  count,  1.  .itu.t.4  on  th.  ...t.rn.ld.  of  th.  St.t. 

b.l.w  th.  enter  of  foot  virgin!.,  i.  .di.inlne  th.  St.t.  of  virginl.  In  th.  ...t, 
th.  meander.  of  th.  All.gh.ny  mountain.  ,  .nd  th.  ..t.r.h.d  thereof  which  1.  th.  ' 


Un.  between  vlrginl.  «nd  We.t  Virginia  ,for».  th.  ...tern  boundry  line  of  Poc«hont.e 
County  except  the  north  and  of  tha  County  which  ia  bounded  on  the  eaet  by  Fe ndleton 
County  of  Teat  Virginia. 

Pocahontaa  County  ia  bounded  on  the  north  and  north-west  by  Webster  and 
Randolph  Counties,  on  the  north-eaet  by  Pendleton  County  ,  on  the  eaet  by  Highland 
and  Path  Counties  of  the  state  of  Virginia,  and  on  the  south-west  by  Greenbrier  County 
The  Geographal  position  of  Pocahontas  County  ,or  as  it  is  oriented  in  the 
State  of  Teat  Virginia, in  reference  to  ite  position  of  Latitude  and  Longitudinal 
departure  ;  at  the  High-6chool  Btildinguat  Greenbank  taken  as  a  point  as  near  as 
can  be  defined  ,ie  38  degrees  ,25  minutes  ,  and  33  seconds  of  North  Latitude,  and 
75  degrees,  49  minutes  ,  and  30  seconds  of  Longitude  from  Greenwich. 

The  Geographal,  of  Uarlinton  (  the  County  seat  of  Pocahontas  County  )  ie 

approximately  aa  taken  from  the  Topographical  Laps  made  by  O.S.Engineere  for  the 

•oior.ieal  Cur Tey a,  is  38  degrees  and  13  minutes  of  North  Latitude,  and  80  degrees 
and  6  minutes  of  Longitude. 

T.  refer....  f  th.  Uq,..tlc  d.olln.tl..  ,or  th.  d.*u».tlon  „f  „^n,tle 


’  ,r“  <h*  *r“‘  B”rU-  «»«*•»  oppeore  to  be  A  d.gr...  „d  30  minut. 

of  weet  be.lln.tl..  .  *th  oh.^e  3  p.r 

1  All  lb.  «...  Q. wrn.Bl  .or™,.  ...  b...d  th.  Tro.  North  p.ridi..  ,  11 
U.  1.1  -M  or,*.,  land . .  h,  tt.  ^„.tlc  ^ 


f  Pago  2) 


/ 

1.  irf.gnl.r  1.  o.tlln.  .  -  h-  -  —  '«  ’  *•  «"*' 

,b1m  lw,th  i.  nearly  60  .11..  running  In  .  ».rth..ot-..uth..ot  dlr.ctlon 

grant..!  width  In  .  n.rth.e.t  nnd  ..uth.n.t  dlr.ctlon  1.  «ppr»*l».t.ly 

29  Bilee  narrowing  to  about  lanilee  toward  tho  northern  end. 

The  preeent  area  of  Pocahontae  County,  as  determined  with  planimeter  from 
the  topographic  sheets  of  the  United  State  Geological  Survey  ae  follows: 

Greenbank  District  .  319.24  Square  Miles. 

Huntersville  District- - 193*64  square  Miles. 

Edray  District- - -  237.05  Square  Miles. 

—  * 

Little  Levels  District—  192.68  Square  Miles.  { 

v 

_  V 

Total - - -  *942.61  square  Miles  .  or  about  602.  880  more  or  1  esr 

>\ 

Po chbnties  County  wae  formed  by  an  act  of  the  Virginia  Legilature  in  Dec 
-w-ter  1821,  while  fleet  Virginia  was  a  part  of  the  State  of  Virginia. 

It  *“  formed  from  parti  of  Bath,  Pendleton  ,  and  Randolph  Counties  ,  and 
that  tine  was  suppeed  to  contain  820  square  miles. 

Tr.e  boundry  lines  of  Pocahontas  County  ae  origionally  established  by  the 
Virginia  Legislature  in  Decar.ber  1821  are  as  follows 

SHI..!,  .t  th.  11..  of  Ora.obri.r  Ooo.ty  on  top  of  th.  All.gh.ny  ll.unt.ln 
with  th.  .Ud  Uo.  th  th.  h.wd  Spic  tun>  rtth  th>  8iid  11m  ^  th> 

th"°*  **  “no  f  »V.r.  Knob.  theno.  with  o.ld  11., 

"  '  U°*  °f  B,th  "*  tb.no.  with  th.  lln.  di Tiding 

*M  '•r““brl*r  *•  -— «  .&%££££  2.V  Ru„  .iih 

““  "  th.  dn,  f.rk  >f  nttlw 

r:: rr: ;  *•  * *  ,h* — •*—  - »-  -  - 

*  "*ain  .  thenee  a  straight  li„.  . 

»***•**+* . .  U.  11M  ”2  «  t»  *b.r.  lln.  0f 

•tuataia  *  ^elph  Countie.  on  ^p  of  th# 
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t  0r.„»rt.r  —  *•  *'  ”"Unt"n  " 

r~  lt-„  ,r„ *.  *— **■  hou”  — u- theno; a 

'h,r‘  to  t„.  toP  of  t„.  *1^C  Mountain  oppo.it.  *.  -  »'  ** 

etni6ht  .  ..  8aid  mountain  to  the 

fork  of  the  Greenbrier  River,  thence  with  the  top  of  the 

;.lto,  un.,  th.neo  „.  top  of  -  -  —  *  ~ 

)  s.e"  Dyere  Index  of  the  land  grants  of  West  Virginia 
It  .pp.ar.  that  th.  oBtahliahmont  of  the  atraieht  iin.  fr.  th.  point  in  . 

gU*-C  Mountain  oppo.it.  th.  h.ai  of  th.  ,a.t  Per*  of  th.  Or.enhri.r  Ri~r 

.  .  a. _ _  Vonfnan  the  Cou 


Alleghany  Mountain 

1.  iaton  to  nuoh  ni.uni.r.taniin,^ ani^ontno .r^h.tan.n  th.  Cunti, 

pocah.nta.  and  Randoiph.  .  Randolph  County  .a.  fonoad^hy  an  Act  of  th.  UrEini. 
Aeoachly  in  O.toh.r  1786  ,  and  did.nt  inolud.  th.  h.ad  „at.r.  of  th.  «.t  Port 


.f  th.  Gr.anhriar  Riwr;  and  it  app.ar.d  that  th.  .aid  lin.  would  w^d  out  a 
part  of  P.ndloton  in  two  part,  not  Joining.  P.ndl.ton  County  lin.  a.  a.tahli.h.d 
by  the  Virginia  Aeeembly  in  Decanber  1?87  .only  called  for  the  top  of  the  Alleghany 
eci  along  the  ease  .and  the  east  side  of  the  Greenbrier  watere  to  the  eouth-weet 
fountain  of  the  South  Branch,  thie  point  wae  the  corner  of  Augueta  County  at  that 
time  and  later  formed  the  netting  of  the  Bath  County  line  as  formed  from  Augueta 


County  in  1791 

After  the  formation  of  Pocahontas  County  in  1821  .the  greater  portion  of 
tf.e  area  drained  by  the  waters  of  the  WeBt  Pork  of  the  Greenbrier  River  wae  not 
completely  Included  in  the  County  lines  above  mentioned  and  therefore  appeared  to 
te  •  Ko  Uan#  Land"  and  wae  all  due  to  the  fact  that  the  origional  calls  ehow  a 
at  sunder  standing  on  tha  part  of  tho  draftanan  of  the  bill  .  as  to  the  topographical 
situation  sf  tha  country. 

It  was  agreed  tooand  understood  by  ths  Official  of  Pocahontas  and  Randolph 


Ceuat&ea  that  a  definite  line  aust  be  established  bstweon  ths  two  Counties 
at  t  is  particular  paint  sf  eentroverey. 


(  P*G®  ») 


Th9  service  of  B.U.Yeagor  a  qualified  land  surveyor  was  secured  to  aurvey 
^  a»tabllsh  a  line  ae  directed  bp  a  board  of  commissioners;  The  survey  notes 
of  B.U. Yeager  bearing  date  of  May  22nd  l8?6  purports  the  fact  that  he  began  at 
the  top  of  Back  Alleghany  ,  on  Shavers  Mountain  , where  the  Staunton  and  Parkersburg 
Turnpike  road  crosses  the  top  of  said  Mountain  ;  (  This  point  had  been  the  most 
nokern  point  or  oorner  of  Pocahontas  County  for  a  period  of  55  years), 
thence  with  the  top  of  said  montain  on  the  divide  between  the  waters  of  the 
Grenbrier  River  ,  and  the  waters  of  the  Shavers  Pork  of  Cheat  River  ,  and  following 

the  water  shed  of  the  Greenbrier  waters  to  a  point  onthe  top  of  the  Alleghany 

n 

Mountain  on  the  Pendleto  County  line  . 

The  said  surveyor  gives  the  whole  distance  8415  poles — -  $42.07-&- 

Reverted  - - - -  7276  poles  $  36.38 

ttaaber  of  courses - 146  — - -  4.56 


The  whole  distance  of  the  new  line  between  Randolph  and  Pocahontas  County 

i 

it  about  27  miles.  (  The  bearings  and  distanc,  s  of  the  courses  are  omitted  atthis 
plaee)  - •*- 

Tke  following  is  the  Commissioners  report  of  the  line  ,  and  the  same  i* 
a  natter  of  record  in  the  County  Clerks  Office  of  Pocahontas  County  West  Va. 


U  dead  Book  No  15  at  Page  188 

U  Shaman  H.  Clark  .William  Q.  Overholt,  and  John  C.  Price  Commissioners 
a  a  t>.e  part  of  Pocahontas  County  and, 

.rd,  U.1-  U.r.tlU.r  ,  „d  s.O.  Str.d.r  Co»1..io„.r. 

*'  w™  «*■»  W-  dull,  eh...  ttaplr.  by  ..id 

t.  1...  to  ..c.rt^o  .„d  fi,  th.t 

*'  **  **"*'  U~  ”■*  *•“  .tout  .hi*  th.r.  b.„  . 

«*UlWT»t  Wtwooa  tai 4  Counties  .  uet  In  th«  „ 

in  the  vioinityof  said  disputed  line 

••  t**o  Mtk  4^  of  VoM  lUo  .  and  flrtl  dull. 

/  sworn  j  on  hearing  evidence 

k  of  etweetl .  The  eald  Shan.**  u 

•man  M.  Clark,  Willi.  0.  Overholt  and 

•  r r-  ,ai4  B.  t.  •/  ree  ,  a  aejertty  of  lkl(  board  t  r 

lu  u  ,  4  of  Ceaa  lee  loners,  ae  cert  ala  add 

^  Um  U  ~  fell •««,  M  ah#„  .  „  , 

'he  plat  a« coapani  ng  this  report 
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-gL-vers  Mountain  .where  the 

.  t.  It  *Kl.1W  «  th*  *'  B*Ck  m,Eh‘ny  of  ,**  Mountain  and 

Staunton  add  P.rk.r.hurg  Turnplk.  road  cro.ae.  .  °P  ,it.r. 

.and,  ..ana  ^  -  -  *— *  "  ~  . 

of  Gr..nhri.r  Rlvor  and  th.  «tar.  of  favors  Port  .  t#„lllg.  ,nd 

«  -  —  ^  ”  th<  UM)  S"3  ‘  ^  plan.  can  I— 

dlotanoo*  of  th.  cour...  of  th.  lino  «r.  -»t.d 

_  .  t  m  31  u  70  polee  to  a  Hemlock  , 
th-  if  n.o.oary  ,  )  (  Th.  Lot  call  »r  line)  H.  37  B.  70  P 

i-  taVinre  the  said  dividing 
Th.rry  2  Boaoho.  on  th.  top  of  m.ghany  Mountain  . 

rldg.  lnt.ro.ct.  th.  .aid  m.shanp  Mounted. 

Th,  Cosxcisoionor.  on  th.  part  of  Randolph  County  dic.nting  . 

-«=t..i.n.r.  on  th.  put  of  Pocahonta.  County  .  S.H.aark. 


•fo  0  verholt 
John  C.  Price 
B.  W.  Byrne.  Umpire. 


Pocahontas  County  Clerks  Office  . 
ta|M t  2*th  1882 

*>.•  for see lag  pl*t  and  report  of  the  County  line  between  the  Pocahontae  and 
fcaMslp^  eountlee  was  presented  in  t&fceOffice  and  admitted  to  record  . 


TEST  JOHN  J.BldED 


CLERK. 
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e#tablishment  of  the  dieputed  lino  by  the  Commissioners  ,  which  appears 
to  have  been  controlli  by  the  deciding  vote  of  the  Umpire  added  much  valuation 
to  the  Creenbank  District  of  Pocahohtae  County;  The  Valuation  of  many  thousand 
mere*  of  valuable  timber  fell  to  Pocahontas  County  ,  and  many  years  afterward 
■  any  different  Band  Saw  mills  and  LU^Jer  Towns  were  established  within  the 
disputed  area  ,  The  Lumber  Towns-  Burner,  May,  Gertrude  ,  and  Wildell,  and 
other  limber  operations  on  the  Western  Maryland  R  ailroad  were  in  the  area  that  waB 


ceded  to  Pocahontas  County.  These  were  all  large  Lumber  towne  with  Churches 
and  Schools  ,  and  had  all  the  modern  convenienciee  ,  that  went  to  make  up  a 
desirable  place  for  the  employees,  and  their  families  to  live,  while  the  mille 
•ere  in  operation  .  The  duration  of  the  mills  that  operated  on  the  West  fork  of 
the  Greenbrier  River  was  from  1900  to  about  1920. 

About  10  miles  of  the  Western  Maryland  Railroad  is  within  this  disputed 

t 

area  ,  and  adding  that  amount  of  valuiion  of  the  rolling  stock  to  Pocahontae  >' 
County. 


r 

,  J,.r.g»  elevated  pulpit  in  other  end,  two  smell  12  light  windows  on  sides, 

veers  ago  the  side  galleries  were  taken  out  end  the  building  ceiled.  Benches 

;CT»  ) 

-e  taken  out  and  chairs  put  in.  This  church  is  still  in  use  and  was  built  in 
,,?5;  69  the  records  show  it  was  deeded  July  4,  1835. 

f'ray  Church  was  built  in  1863  E.  D.  King  was  the  contractor  and  builder. 

•  •-act  price  above  foundation  $700.00.  For  this  work  Lakin  and  Feters  furnished 
•  *senty  thousand  feet  of  lumber  from  their  mill  at  Clover  Lick,  delivered  at 
Qty  Siding;  which  is  now  the  Fair  Grounds,  for  ten  dollars  per  thousand  white 
:in«  lumber.  Everything  summed  up,  all  told,  the  Edray  church  cost^032.25  . 

Sdray  Post  Office  was  the  first  post  office  in  Edray  Community. 

When  looking  for  a  name,  Mrs.  Eliza  Moore,  mother  of  t  he  late  George  P.  Moore 
W,  .  Bible  reader,  suggested  a  Bible  name  and  .aid  "0.11  the  post  offic.Edr.ir 
leering  off  the  ei  and  adding  nr  making  Edray  the  name  of  the  first  peat  office. 
Tbi.  office  .a.  established  about  1850.  i.  aeon  a.  Geo.  P.  Eoora  ess  of  ege,  he 
tecase  peat  na.t.r  and  continued  to  be  until  hi.  death  in  1922.  H.  the  oldest 

past  wester  in  the  U!  S.  A. 

prom  Pocahontas  Time.  —Not.  4,  1926 


Its.  He lit  F.  Y caper 


—  t  / 


-i 
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//  (  P  K 

GREEN  BA-K  DISTRICT  -f 


if 


.  Green  Bank  District  is  the  most  northern  district 

fW.u-.4-, 

in  county,  it  is  bounded  on  the  north  and  north-west 
by  Randolph  County,  on  tne  east  by  Pendleton  and  Highland 
counties,  south  by  Huntersville  and  Sdray  Districts.  The 
surface  is  broken  ana  mountainous.  The  fountain  streams 
cf  the  Greenbrier  river  constitute  the  drainage  system. 

Among  these  are  the  east  and  west  branches  of  the  Greenbrier 
river,  Little  River,  Deer  Creek,  North  fork  of  Deer  Creek 
and  Leatherbark  Creek. 

?..e  old  mill  which  has  been  mentioned  with  the  machine 
ir.  connection  with  the  making  of  tools  and  implements  of  iron 
and  steel.  Tnis  machine  was  used  in  drawing  out  and  flanning 
large  iron  and  steel  for  making  wagon  tires,  horse  snoes, 
-**Gvel  Plows»  bolts,  nails  and  shaping  out  heavy  iron  work. 

...e  site  of  the  old  Uill  end  Tilt  Hammer  is  on  the  land  of 
r.cr.ry  .Tooddell,  near  Greenbank,  in  Greencank  District.  The 
U  '  r-d  embankments  may  be  see^n  on  the  west  side  of  the  road 
tw  en  L-rtin  Sutton's  Blacksmith  s:.op  and  Henry  '.Tooddell1  s 
«.  *ne  old  1* ill  race  is  now  used  for  the  county  road. 

*  r  11  ran  a  rrent  labor  saving  for  the  community  end  had 
Slt  •lc  *'  ^  tnc  early  development  of  the  community. 

,mn  Conrad  of  Frederick  County,  M;.ryland,  purchased 
111  ”  Baylor  Orant  from  John  Brown,  on  *u-rust  3rd,  1799, 

•  to  barneae  t..0  water  power  of  North  F  rk,  r  ich  was 
called  Cai  r  Creek  at  t;.at  time.  He  built  a  Tub  lilll  or 

•  *11  r  ica  -hit  ke,.t  to  run  in*  condition  for  ten  or  fifteen 


